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Senate repeals Single Business Tax 
 
LANSING – The state Senate today voted to repeal the Single Business Tax on Dec. 31, 
2007. Sen. Nancy Cassis said the SBT has been a disaster for the state’s economy. 
 
“One day in 1999, as chair of House Tax Policy, I announced we would make history with a 
bill I sponsored to eliminate the 25-year-old Single Business Tax by 2009. Fortunately, it 
looks like the end to this tax will now come even sooner,” said Cassis, R-Novi. 
 
“Michigan’s stagnant economy is handicapped by the SBT,” she continued. “Local county 
leaders like executive Brooks Patterson have been on the forefront of the drive to attract 
business to Michigan. They have given ample evidence of the SBT hurting their efforts. I am 
grateful that we in the Senate had the courage to repeal this burdensome tax today.” 
 
House Bill 5743 was amended by the Senate to prohibit the Legislature from replacing the 
SBT with an increase in the rate or base of taxes on individuals, including the income tax, 
sales tax, use tax, or real estate taxes on residences.  
 
The Senate also amended the bill to require the Governor’s Council of Economic Advisors to 
develop a plan by Jan. 1, 2007 to replace the SBT with business taxes that are more 
conducive to job creation, investment and economic growth. 
 
“We look forward to the work and recommendations of the Governor’s Council on Economic 
Advisors and invite all interested persons and groups to share in the challenge before us. 
Become part of the solution, not the problem,” Cassis said. 
 
“Legislators have been entrusted by the people of this state to be bold, brave, and 
courageous. I have faith in us; we can do this. So let us rise to the occasion and answer the 
call of our business community and our job providers,” Cassis concluded. 
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